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TWENTY-FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH
LEGISLATURE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Regular Session, 2026 H. B. 24- %s

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To amend 3 CMC § 1205, relating to the Chamorro and
Carolinian Language Policy Commission’s authority to assess
fees for translation services; to establish a revolving fund; and
for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 24™ NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The Legislature finds that the

Chamorro and Carolinian Language Policy Commission bears the crucial mandate
of promoting and preserving the Chamorro and Carolinian languages, ensuring
their continued vitality and use within the Commonwealth. The fulfillment of this

mandate requires consistent and substantial funding to support essential programs

- and activities. However, the reliance solely on annual budget appropriations creates

financial instability, potentially hindering the Commission's ability to effectively
execute its core responsibilities and long-term strategic goals.

The Legislature further finds that granting the Commission specific
authorization to charge fees for translation services and other related operations is

a fiscally reasonable step that will considerably improve the Commission's financial
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independence and sustainability. Establishing a designated revolving fund for these
fees will provide a steady revenue foundation for the Commission's long-term
operational needs, allowing it to more effectively carry out its objective of
preserving and promoting the Chamorro and Carolinian languages for future
generations.

Section 3. Amendment. 3 CMC § 1205 is héreby amended to read as
follows:

“§ 1205. Chamorro and Carolinian Language Policy Commission:
Duties and Functions.

(a) Study antecedents, describe the grammar, and prescribe good usages for
the Chamorro and Carolinian languages;

(b) Prepare a modern and up-to-date Chamorro-Carolinian-English
dictionary;

(c) Represent the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in
meetings and conferences on matters dealing with fhe Chamorro and Carolinian
languages;

(d) Make recommendations to the Board of Education on standard
orthography to be used in the public school system;

(e) Research the Chamorro and Carolinian languages and the people, and

provide such resources to the Joeten-Kiyu Public Library;
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(f) Establish, formulate, and enforce policies for government and private
sectors regarding Chamorro and Carolinian translations, and to certify all Chamorro
and Carolinian translators;

(g) Promulgate rules and regulations for Chamorro and Carolinian
languages used on all government or public documents and public places including
public buildings, roads, places, street naming, and private business signs;

(h) Make recommendations to the Legislature on policies governing the
usage of Chamorro and Carolinian language in the government sector; and

(i) Establish and support local initiatives to carry out policies in support of
the Chamorro and Carolinian languages and cultures-; and

(1) _Establish, assess, and collect fees for translation services and related

activities, and promulgate rules and regulations, including a schedule of fees for the

payment of such services, as necessary to implement and administer these fees. All

fees collected shall be deposited into a revolving fund account established by the

Secretary of Finance and designated as the CCLPC Revolving Fund. The CCLPC

Revolving Fund shall be non-lapsing and shall be used exclusively for sustaining

the activities and functions of the Commission. The expenditure authority of the

CCLPC Revolving Fund shall be the Director of the Commission. Fund monies

shall be available for expenditure without further appropriation and without fiscal

year limitations."
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Section 4. Severability. If any provisions of this Act or the application of
any such provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court
of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its
provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid
shall not be affected thereby.

Section 5. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein

shall not be construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or
acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation, or order adopted
under the statutes. Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding
instituted under or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of the Act shall not have
the effect of terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability, civil or criminal,
which shall already be in existence on the date this Act becomes effective.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by

the Governor, or it becoming law without such approval.
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